An Army of Americans Is Obsessed With a Murder 

The Ever-Growing Group of Self-Appointed Sleuths into the JFK Assassination is Phenomenal 



By Ruth Dean { hh f 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

An extraordinary jigsaw puzzle in 
which none of the pieces seems to fit. 

That, explains one '‘assassination 
buff,** is what has fascinated him with 
the investigation into the murder of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

And don't say "buff,” protests another 
of the army of Americans who have be- 
cortie ^obsessed with the Kennedy mur- 
der: “It’s a putdown word the media 
uses. It trivializes our efforts, makes us 
sound like hobbyists or stamp collec- 
tors.” 

Harold Weist£y%, who lives in Freder- 
ick, Md., put it this way, when he became 
annoyed at a reporter’s use of the word: 
"I'm as professional as you are. I’ve 
been in intelligence work, a Senate inves- 
tigator, helped someone win the Pulitzer 
Prize.” 

And he’s written seven books on the 
JFK. assassination. The first of those was 



The assassination buffs spring 
mainly from the intelligentsia, 
but from a number of 
disciplines — the law, 
astronomy, philosophy, 
diplomacy, writing, the 
theater. The list is endless if 
you add all the amateur 
sleuths across the country to 
the baker’s dozen of really 
serious researchers. 

“Whitewash: Report on the Warren Re- 
port,” an early entry among many books 
criticizing the government investigation 
Of Kennedy’s murder. 

As One of an ever-growing group of 
^self-appointed sleuths in the matter, 
Weisburg~rr indeed no lightweight. Fel- 
low researcher Tom Miller calls him “a 
footnoter,” by which he means the kind 
of researcher “who never (looks) outside 
solid documentation. ’ ’ 



American, I don’t regret it. This is not an 
obsession in the normal sense of the 
1 word; it’s more a compulsion that I can’t 
. stop. Why else, when I have something of 
worth, do I hold a press conference?” 

WEISBURG WAS one of the earliest 
critics of the Warren Report, and speaks 
with such fervor about his labors and un- 
7 sung efforts (“the local papers ignore my 

* books and offers of inside knowledge”) 
7 that one wonders if conspiracy theorists 

* don’t all feel like CassanclraiJ. 

■ Certainly they do share certain charac- 
teristics. They are individuals bedeviled 
With doubts about the published conclu- 
sions of official probes of the Kennedy 
assassination. Ever, in their mind, lurks 
I the double suspicion it “had to be a con- 
spiracy” and “they (government agen- 
| cies) are holding something back.” 

Their favorite phrase is that “the 
Gallup poll showed 80 percent of the 
American people believed there was a 
conspiracy, which leaVes only about 11 
percent who still believe in the tooth 
fairy, including the U.S. government” 
By “tooth fairy,” of course, is meant the 
single-assassin conclusion of the Warren 
Commission. 

But outside these similarities, there 



/ FOR STARTERS, WEISBURG 

thinks the 40,001 assassination-related 
,'documents released by the FBF^in 
i November (the second half of the batch 
is due early this month) are just “win- 
! dow dressing” and contain “little of indi- -7 
gestible (sic) value.” 

i He believes the late FBI director, J. 
Edgar Hoover, “deliberately falsified 
many of them ... so he’d have a case to 
present when an investigation was asked 
|ior,” and that the FBI “still is holding 
back” information he feels is relevant in 
'ferreting out “the real story.” 

Asked if he felt pursuing the truth for 
so long could become an obsession, Weis- 
burg says: “The Kennedy probe is al- 
most an obsession, but I don’t regard this 
as a whodunit. The assassination of a 
president is a most subversive crime in a 
Society such as ours. If it is not solved, no 
president can be free and our institutions 

— Brp — rtt.oenoro tinri 



are many variants among the “buffs” — 
a word which, Weisburg notwithstand- 
ing, is unavoidable. 

TOE ASSASSINATION BUFTS spring 
mainly from a number of disciplines: the 
law, astronomy, philosophy, diplomacy, 
writing, the theater. The list is endless if 
you add all the amateur sleuths across 
the country to the baker’s dozen of really 
serious researchers. . 

The assassination researchers con- 
sider themselves real professionals. 

. Many have written books on the sub- 
ject, with similar-sounding titles: “Rush 
to Judgment” (Mark Lane), “Accesso- 
ries After the Fact” (Sylvia Meagher), 
Executive Action” (a “novelistic” ap- 
proach by Lane and Donald Freed), “The 
War Conspiracy” (Peter Dale Scott), 
’Six Seconds in Dallas” (Josiah Thomp- 
son), to name a few. :• 

Their critics charge they’re making 
-money off of a dead president. -But they’ll 
tell you they get hardly enough in royal- 
ties to pay publishing costs. 

. When you talk with tKgm, they sound 
sincere. They sound anxious to share 
their thoughts and theories. They want to 
be believed. 

They seem to be humorless. Frivolous 



thougnt is not encouraged in their ranks; 
nor frazzled theory, unless it’s backed 
with volumes of corroborative evidence. 
They seek out elusive facts, which they 
feel either have been “kept from the pub- 
lic or “overlooked” by a deadline- 
harried press. 

They deem themselves the final oracle 
for “what really happened,” if for no 
other reason than that indeed some of 
them have spent 14 years sifting through, 
comparing and analyzing information,’ 
compiling it into books. But if they have 
buyk? 1 ^’ arent ' people rushing to 

THE LATEST OF 200-odd books that 
have now been published about that day 
m Dallas is Tom Miller’s “The Assassi- 
nation Please Almanac.” i 

Miller is a native of Washington, son of 

Mifi^ U H ni 6 °^ rt Chief Jud & e Morri s 
Miller. He now lives in Tucson, and has 

■ H . e got the idea for his book while liv- 
ing in Austin, near where, one day, he at- 
tended an auction of items from Jack 
Ruby s Carousel Club. He went with the 

See PUZZLE, E-4 





v . Continued From E*1 

Ide^ of ( writing about Jtr "Who would 
ihave the morbid curiosity, besides my. 
se f, | to attend something like this?" ho 
asked^he other day, in a telephone inter, 
view, “I was just fascinated by the 
droves who turned, out, for it. Scores 
came; I interviewed people on why they’d • 
Copie. You know the reason most of them 
gpy$?; They were buying a piece of 
American history for their children. ” 

. . On Nov. 22, 1963; Tom. Miller was in the 
grade in a private school near 01ney.‘ 
Reoalling its impact on him now, Miller 
said. ‘Washington is a company town, 
arnTthe head of the company had been ! 
slain, ’ ■ : • .. ji 

. • Miller said he regards the slaying as 
^ cultural phenomenon,” and treated it 
as, Such in his book ‘’because it is the one .j 
subject a farm workor in, California cant 
discuss with a Wall Street lawyer. It is 
the only^, thing they have to discuss in 
common.” i . ) 

HE GRANTS THAT the, assassination 
artermath had .its ghoulish , manifesta- 
tions, such as the pair of salt and pepper 
shakers hft saw in Nashville depicting 
JFK ,ln a r^klng chair. wlt h the holes 



through which to shake the content, 

perforating the head. contents 

, H ‘J 1111 1(3 the hiatus between 

fi Vr se t h ° f t . he , Wflt ; rcn Commission tn, 
and the institution of the present 
congressional inquiry ir.to the assassin! 

■ crea ied a great deal of myth. 

nnrf 1 n ii e .E e0| i. e J wanted t0 know the truth 
and all they had to rely on . , . were See. 

if! 110 , 0 sleuths, journalists, the under.' 
ground, press, talk shows and superman. 
MUl!^ 0 vi S /u° Ttle National Enquirer,” 
hta LT is (He Said th ?_ Enquirer asked 
nlu“! "i« ni l | hC j researche « t0 come to 

farv nf^h “ d a senncn on one anniver- 
sary of the assassination, so they could 
learn from two of their ESP V*t?a- 
perception) columnists ( what 

«Sg*tS£*J" b “ t * b « 

-Mii er had kind wbrds for his fellow 
conspiracy theorists, saying "we keeD in 
touch with. each other/® 
oi\e is hogging the stuff.” any :i 

And he tossed a kudo to the 
* formation Bureau, an organization 
whiqh began in Cambridge, Mass and 

S &»HH here in u tho Qtotlct! at an 13th 

5 ? rin ^“” »» 



Kennedy case Fen- 
louse com- 




its 



•k IT W THE SECOND ;quch body formed 
tb study as$aisinations',.;!.H * 1 • 

£ The first, the Committee to 1 Investigate; 
Assassinations, was organized by Ber* 
nard (“Bud”) Fansterwald, a Washing? 
ton attorney. It ip still' in business. 

1 ; H Our feeling is that the FBI had 12-14 
years to massage these documents, and 
t^at it is doggedly opposed to what Con- 
;gross is doing,” says Fensterwaid. 
r; Last May, the Committee to 
.Investigation Assassinations published 
-"Coincidence or Conspiracy," * /*«**»* ha.' 
Won of facts on the Kennedy 
^sterwald said he hopes the H 
$tittee "will 

f . .. 

)s the commit- 

v . J its subpoena 

powers’ and Call back former CIA chief 
,Richard Helms, whom he feels “they let 
$lip through their fingers, and, in , my 
•opinion, is one of the few i people. Who; 
fknow the full details ofthis.lv j I \ , 
The Assassination Information Bu- 
reau, headed by researcher Robert Katz, 
;moved here to be near the congressional 
JasSafcsinations probe. It made its local 
;debut with a press conference featuring 
.author Norman Mailer's endorsement of 
’its efforts. Mailer said he suspected the 
congressional committee would be 
packed with unde rcpvfer age nts, but he 



IT IS THE LABYRINTHIAN thinking 

and conjecture by assassination re- 
declined to specify what governmental f earch ? rs l ^at compels a listener to at 
‘.body — or what government, for that! A ea ?.U? ,v f the benefit of the doubt. 
;matter — the agents worked for, , . Acuity arises, however, in the wide 

•; Katz, who calls himself a “conspiracy ,, riance of their theories; unless they’re 
;researcher,” said he "feels strongly^’* . part that big jigsaw puzzle, those 
'that the FBI is still holding “materials? pi * ces don ’ty et t'H together just right. 

Istill of value.” He hopes no one will mis- 1 T T . w ° _°J respeetpd researchers, 
•construe the madia reports as a “fairw oslah Thompson and Peter Dale Scott, 
Nummary” of what is contained in the. , t0 » ClA-Mnfia-c^cilo Cubuns con- 
;40,001 FBI ‘documents. Even with re- sp rac ^ theory, one . which has gained 
•searchers taking more time, “we’ll only more P°P u l ar acceptance since Water- 
;be able to analyze part of the story,” he g8 c e and lts Cuban connections. 

•said. "But by subtracting the information ? fornaer Canadian diplomat, 

>e now have from various sources with A ^ ld • de . tected “a disturbing shift in 
'What hasn’t been released, we’ll be able American foreign policy two days after 
^to tell what they’re holding back.” , assassination; .then I began to see a 

lot of intelligence links to the career of 

MEANWHILE, out at the University of L f t H i rve ^ 0swa ',f He theorized that 
"California at Berkeley, there Is re- ^ hat ° J swal . d was 'linked into- “had noth- 
•{searcher Paul Hoch; Hoch, a computer lng t0 •? w,th the assassination, but be- 

cause it was - linked with a sensitive 
programmer, has sued the government , operation, the government found it neces-/ 
in an attempt to obtain information about 1 sary to cover up what happened in* 
I Lee Harvey Oswald and Jaclf Ruby from Dallas.” He arrived at this conclusion, he 
the days before the assassination that the said, after studying the twin careers of 
FBI still has bottled up in its files. • i Oswald and Jack* Ruby, who had know'nj 
| Only a small portion of the available links to the underworld. In some way, he' J 
[documents has been released, Hoch thinks, there was a CIA-underworld con- 
thinks. He wonders about whether the ^piracy to assassinate Cuban dictator 
(information he wants is in the main FBI I Fidel Castro. 

files in Washington-, anyway. His hy- Thompson thinks it’s interesting that 
pothesis: ”If something funny had been the efforts of a group of University of Vir- 1 
going on between Oswald and the FBI ginia law students really is what set the 1 
field office, headquarters wouldn't neces- , stage for the new congressional probe, 
j, sarily have known about it. .. .” lie’s not presently Involved in th,b 

A lecture at Harvard by Mark Lane,; probe, beyond having talked to the corfjv 

1 mittee staff at their request. He still 

one of most visible) Warren Report 
critics, started Hoch on his own Kennedy 
.investigations. [ - 

And what is its fascination for him? 

“It’s an important political issue and has 
been for 14 years unresolved — the 
consequence of coverup by politicians; 
and it’s had an effect oh the politics of! the 
country,” hp said. j FT 




sticks to a theory of his — expressed in 
“Six Seconds in Dallas” — which said 
that the shots came from three different ! 
directions, and that, therefore,. It wniww 
carefully planned and carried-out. am- > 
bush/ 



Tom Millet * , i 
Compendium of facts. 



FINALLY, THERE IS the view of the 
other side. i 

David Belin, former Warren panel law- 

anfid^ bellow 

anticipating the FBI s release of its sec- “deliberate misrepresentation.” 



ond batch of Kennedy assassination docu- 
ments than Lane and Freed. Both , are; 
board members of the; Citizens Commit- 
tee of Inquiry, one of several citizen ef- 
forts which sparked the. new congress 
sional assassination probe. 

1 The pair now promises to reveal 
details of what Freed calls “a real atom 
bomb”'if a certain FBI document which 
they say they obtained from Secret Serv- 
ice files through the Freedom of 
Information Act isn’t among the new 
batch of FBI documents being released 

this month. . j«‘ • J . < „ w%1 .„ „ M¥V 

1 As Lane described It, it is a copy of a? identified in a darkened theater, he said, 



epresentation. 1 
Belin contends this “misrepresenta- 
tion” permeates the writings of every 
person who claims Lee Harvey Oswald,! 
was not the sole gunman who killed John 
F. Kennedy. The misrepresentation is 
done in two ways, he said — either by 
“deliberate misrepresentation or incom- 
plete statement or the facts,” or /com- 
plete omission of facts.” 

As an example of the latter, he cites 
the apprehension of Oswald as the sus- 
pect in the slaying of Dallas police officer 
J.D. Tippbtt. The assassination research- 
ers will ask how Oswald could have been 



five-page report J. Edgar Hoover is sup- 

S osed to have given Secret Service Chief 
ames Rowley the day after the assassi- 
nation. Lane claims, “the Warren Com*iJ 
mission not only never published that 1, 
report; it never saw it.” The report has 
to do with a CIA-furnished tape recording 
and photo of a man who might have been-} 
Oswald visiting the Russian- Embassy in* 



“but they omit the fact that the lights 
were turned on again when the police ar- 
rived. They also fall to mention the name 
of John Calvin Brewer, the shoe sales- 
man who was a witness to Oswald's flight 
into his shoe store after the assassina- 
tion, and whom he pursued to the theater 
when Oswald tried to hide therp. 

“There is,” said David Belin, “not one 




Mark Lane •; 

4 'R ush^to J udgm en t , ' 9 



Mexico City Oct. 1, 1963. “It looks" in this | single allegation that has been made 
case, said Lane f “like the CIA was set*^ about who was the gunman that can’t be 
ting Oswald up, with a phpny tape — so completely Answered, if given the time.” 

that raises questions on what the CIA,!*""' 

was really doing.” .. i . Vvi . • 



One of the fey fidelities in hath Dean* s snide story you publisher 5 few 1 ear's -lav 



is that I did soy 1 clc not reyard 



nsassination inquiries "as a whodunit. " because 



A ‘ x s. ean ’./rote a story other than she represented to me and becaus her interests also 

were not as she represented she did not ask what the focus of ay work really is. And, of 

course, she did not at all represent this work as what it is. 

in these and in other journalistic faults you. serve to underscore what has become 
v gre atest / /./- fyfYh 

apprehension a- result/ o^what 1 have learned fro- all this work, ft is that 

in tine of great crisis our basic institutions failjf society. One of these institutions . 

N^r I;** " vt o res^)\u hi h h iji f)u Jfzi fo&d . /Tv JwLc Jtp * 

t and s Libva rive crines its and i_i 



v „ „ is thy; press, ^urivy-fyi - l ed^ at the tines of the$e great 

Wilful u/> yy\ (h ^ (O ^iamiL^ jA/bf- 

' particular, -na ns three-monkeys j nn >r-. a 1 -i Qrp - ng.-tj-n ^ snidSVindiscrirdnate 



tl^JL (L iu 6A 4/*d, - (w~ — ^ 






V/ith m : you could not even ge J * nj nano right, even those it is spelled correct!# in 



f 



the phone book, on all the covers of ny bo ks, some of which you have, and in earlier 



news stories, 



;*k you published. 



The quotes, while sometimes accurate, and in context, also are entirely o&t of 

context. They have me saying what I could not hove said and they have omissions that are 

t si Ah b v * v * H a 

not indicated, perhaps corning from the disguised preconceptions the niece. 

With fno 

three weeks between the time sk^/pho n^d me and the tinr you minted her piece 
where is no k excuse for such writing as " T Joisburg(si^) thinks of the 40,001 assassination- 

4 

related documents released by the FBI . 0 . are just 'window dressing' and contain 'little 
(her sic) 

of indigsstiblsf'value. ' " If by any remote chance I so misspoke myself- and to her alone 
among a number of reporters - what prevented her or one of your editors iron asking about 
it? What I h 



-said and w l-v'r x have lioy-vh . 



=£e believe is that the most 



diligent and perceptive of reporters, alone or in teams, cannot begin to digest so vast 



_ 1>U 

an amount of paper and that with pressing deadlines the impossibility is vn^ 



Ivt the context used i cound not have sard what she enclosed in oar 4ns to pursue her 
precone potion and b e ^n^in g prejudice.^' (the local papers ignore my books and offers of 
inside knowledge. ' ) " If you read the competition you kno :> - better, including* that I have 
been a major and quoted source of stor ies cri tical of the £~ou;-.e Assassinations Committee. 

s <fj dAy^To Ixiu-a IztQ'vy ru^fh/d^d 




/Pivui M fc*- ly (C'ty'h 'SM' 

l/)lti Mwi c ^' r Vp ' [kwh " 



tyj/ty'v fWY\ A^A // tty 

teftfh/ /^c C IA 



iJ—i 

But it is true that the Post has not reviewed any of my books, not t e first bool: 
published about the ‘Jarren boards ■•'.ion or the first not in agreement g&gghx with, the official 
sxplanation of the King assassination*^^ /l/Vuy /j !h c (^j}ty x t 



did not object to her use of the word "buffs" except as applied to nc* .My opinion * .1 

Yyu, oj \yAv ^ — ({jfc vrn, b ' 

ors wrrtr taint the seriousness of the subject i) such that j^TW putdownlJ^ praise ‘ ' 

/ J 



of them* 

if &f/ 

for am I a "conspiracy theorist*" the Star had not been diligent as- it has been 
in earning itsfleaks from the F$I and CIA if would kno that for years I have spoken 



out against those whose approach is conspiracy theorizing^ 

But with her initial preconcpetion and her awareness of what her editors wanted 
fact did not intrude upon Ks* "^ean’s nastiness* She therefore uses me as the one example 
of "conspiracy theorists" and follows that with a paragrpah in which we are all said to 
"share certain char^dteristis * " ^{Jis I suggest to mor • true o.“ the Statr and such others 
who "do share certain characteristics as _S crew , Hustle r, The Los Angeles Free Press 
and the defunct Dail y Worker and quicksilver ^imes * 

"Ever in their minds," she oontif ica.tes , "lurks the couole suspicion it ’had tobe 
a conspiracy and ’they (government agencies) are holding something back." 

You can say the latter when supposedly writing a out the release of the first 
instalment of some admitted more than 50,000 pages the FBI alone did not give to the 
Presidential Commission? if.fould you like to see thousands of those withheld by the CIA 
and the Secret Service - and what the so records do state?) 

Conspiracy ma_ not be easy to establish as a matter of conviction but as a matter 
of law it is simple* It requires no more than an evert act in pursuance of an illegal end 
by more than one person* If more than one person was involved in the JFK assassintion 
the conspiracy is factual, not theoretical* 

If there is evidence bearing on this those who depend o .. the Star for their information 
have no way of knowing it. There is such evidence and it is, even in the official records 
without dispute. 

If we are not "assassination buffs" your prejudice and intent to deprecate required 



9 



3 



another out-down# This Ms. Bean put as "self-appointed, " ddding to it the factual error 
"of an ever-growing group," That there no? are more in number is false, as it is that 



we are in any sense a "group. " 

But are she and you less that, "self-appointed" in this abject service to those who 
favor you with leaks? (i/iththe FBI and the CIA and the JFK assassination this began at 
the be : inning, was ^rtcnicularly conspicuous at the tine of the Warren eecrt and has not 

T* *■ 

ended.) Are we not a nation as readily termed "self-appointed, " whether it be from our 
beginnings, as "self-appointed" revolutionaries or on any criticism of errant government, 
the require: :ent of decent citizenship and of representative society 4 ? 

Who appointed such anericans as Tom Paine, fboreau or Lincoln Stephins? such others 
as Zola or Solsfcynitsyn? 



The 



The concept and the formulation 
—y first bool: on tin Warren Jon 
subtitle of the second, dating t 



are both anti-American. Both bespeak authoritarianism* 
mission, dating to February 1965, is titled "Bliitcwash. 
o 1p6e, includes the word "coverup." Bov*, when you 






can no longer avpid reporting the totality of accuracy in my titles from the content 

you were able tp perceive in those first 40,0001 pages, you serve those who for years 

have favored you with exclusive leaks by pretending, throe weeks after your stories, 

that there was no "whitewash," no "coverup," and only nuts, "buffs" or the "self- 

appointed" would believe that t. e government did was * "holding something back." 
tod 

Bow it even acinit/S it before your newest demeaning of a once -ho no. r able ins itution. 
let to you ny accurate titles, my accurate writing and my cc urate forecasting make 
me Brian* s daughter? Were ^ in such a role the disaster I fersee is to the nation from a 
press represented by a long history of which this newest nastiness in service to a paying- 
off mas ter of errant officialdom is merely the most recent illustration. 



